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Introduction
Francis McNally Editor

GaelicStar is a bright new bi monthly magazine that promises to
tap into the huge interest in Gaelic games across Ireland.

Every second month we reach thousands of GAA fans with our mix of features, news and 
exclusive interviews with players and coaches from grass roots right up to county level. With a
host of local contributors, reporters and photographers, readers get a chance to read about
their local hereos’ personal thoughts and achievements and what they bring to the sport. 
Presented in a full-colour glossy magazine format, Gaelic Star is the only all -Ireland magazine
and a fresh alternative to the mainstream papers.

KARL LACEY
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thinking was what the hell will we do now. 

“That’s the thing about football it keeps you
going in a way. 

“I just started work there at the start of August
through the GPA’s board job scheme – it is 
business development with Walkers Crisps. 

“It is great to get something – especially after
coming back from being away. 

“There is still a few of them (Donegal football
squad) looking for work, there are a few of them
looking at going back to college and I suppose a
few will have to go away to find some work. At
one stage there were 10 of us without jobs.

It was a rollercoaster season for the defender, but
now his thoughts have turned to work for the
winter and the long hard slog which begins on
January 1st. This time he’ll miss nothing. 

Paddy Bradley tries to escape the close attention of
Karl Lacey in Balleybofey. Two players who know
about the benefits of a break from football.

Look out for our  new website 
www.gaelicstar.com at the end of 
September, Subscribe Online.
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Kerry is the
Kingdom

By Martin Crummy
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TOMMY Walsh was the toast
of the Kingdom as he kicked
his side into the All-Ireland

final.

His 1-02 from play decided the game,
as his goal at the start of the second
half killed off any resistance from the
Royal County.

The final will now be an all Munster
affair, after Kerry held off the 
lacklustre challenge of Meath in the
semi-final.

Darren O’Sullivan’s converted
penalty in the opening five minutes
was key to Kerry progressing in the
final.

Anthony Moyles slipped and hauled
down Colm Cooper in the process, it
was a penalty, and a sucked blow for
Meath.

They contested well in the opening
half, but they lost a lot of break ball
in the half forward line and hit a host
of wides (16 by the end) from scoring
positions.

There was no way back after Walsh’s
goal put six points between the
sides. Eamonn O’Brien emptied his
bench but it made little impact and
only two points from play was a poor
return for a last four contest.

It was a very dull semi-final with the
50,000 odd crowd getting little value
for their money in Croke Park.

Kerry players were playing for their
places in the final by the end, as the
game ebbed out to its inevitable 
conclusion. 

Kerry's Tommy Walsh celebrates after scoring his side's second goal as
Meath's Michael Burke can only look on.



Target Audience

With over 600,000 registered members, the GAA is by far our biggest
sporting body. The interest in Gaelic games has never been greater
with combined attendances at championship games alone exceeding
500,000 in 2008 and TV viewing figures also on the increase.

Gaelic Star is targeted at GAA followers across Ireland. Concentrating
not just on the men’s game but also on the ladies and juniors, Gaelic
Star’s appeal crosses the age and sex divide.

The Market
Over 4 million people watched their
teams on TV in the 2009 championship.

4,000,000
Number of registered members

600,000
Number of clubs

2,500
Number of active players 

180,000
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The Cats Make History

Kilkenny completed their dream by win-
ning their 4th All Ireland title in a
breathtaking game, winning 2-22 to 

0-23 in a thrilling encounter with Tipperary.
Tipperary dominated the match in parts and
rattled Kilkenny, but the champions stood
their ground and Henry Shefflin (penalty) and
Martin Comerford struck twice in the closing
minutes to seal Tipps fate.

It was the match Hurling fans had been crying out
for. It was the corker everyone was hoping to see.
Tipperary had a man sent off with 10 minutes to
go and they led by 3 points, but the cats ended
with a flurry of points and goals ensuring their
team go down as Hurling legends. 

A debatable penalty will be the talking point in
Tipperary, although no one can deny that Brian
Cody’s men were outstanding, as 11 different
players scored on the day. Eoin Kelly and Lar 
Corbett put in epic performances for the Premier
County, although the sending off may have
proved to be their killer blow.
Tipp went after the champions with all they had.  
Eoin Kelly who had kept Tipp in it with an 
exquisite point just before the break, still saw
Kilkenny hold onto a two point lead. 
There were goal opportunities for both sides, with
Henry Shefflin making an uncharacteristic mistake
in front of goal which should have seen him score. 

Cat’s keeper PJ Ryan made some incredible saves
as both teams sought that opening goal. Everyone
in Croke Park was braced, as both teams threw
the kitchen sink at each other, and tried to make
their mark in history.
With 12 minutes to go and Tipperary holding on
with 14 men, Kilkenny were awarded a dramatic
penalty which Shefflin blasted to the back of the
net, and a minute later Comerford struck again- to
effectively put it out of sight for Tipperary.  

By Francis McNally

Martin Comerford, Kilkenny, celebrates after scoring his side's second goal.
Hurling All-Ireland Final, Kilkenny v Tipperary, Croke Park, Dublin.

ONE TO WATCH
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Wicklow Manager
Mick O’Dwyer

Player Honours:
4 All-Ireland Senior Medals
8 National Football League Championships
12 Munster Senior Football Championships
1 Railway Cup
3 Kerry Football Championships (as player-coach of Waterville)

Manager Roll of Honour:
8 All-Ireland Football Titles
3 All-Ireland Under-21 Titles
6 Railway Cup Titles
2 Leinster Senior Titles with Kildare and Laois
1 Leinster Under-21 Championship Title with Kildare
3 Kerry Senior Football Championship Titles with Waterville as player-coach

Mick first played for Kerry at Minor
level in 1954 and made his Senior
debut versus Carlow in 1956 in the

League. His Championship debut came in
1957 against Waterford. 

In 1966 Mick broke both his legs and retired from
the game for two years, he came back in 1968
and lost out to Down in the All-Ireland Final. He
was the top scorer in the game between 1969
and 1971. He retired in 1974 having won every
major in the game, his final game being a 
challenge match against Silgo.

He was appointed Kerry manager in 1975 and
spent 12 years in charge of the Kingdom. During
his 12 years they played in 10 All-Ireland Finals
winning eight. Five of his players won eight 

All-Ireland Medals and 71 players won All-Stars.
He retired as manager in 1986.
He became Kildare manager in 1991 and stayed
until 1994, in 1997 he returned for a second spell
and it was during this time as Kildare manager
he helped to lead them to a Leinster title and an
All-Ireland Final, they lost out to Galway. In 2002
he retired as Kildare manager. The following year
O’Dwyer became Laois manager in 2002 and he
lead them to a Leinster title in 2003. 2006 was his
last season in charge of Laois.

He became Wicklow manager winning the
O’Byrne Cup in his debut as manager as they 
defeated Carlow. In 2009 they defeated 
Fermanagh 0-17 vs 1-11, O’Dwyer now beat
every other county as manager.

ONE TO WATCH
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Lifestyle

GaelicStar is a Sports magazine with a

twist.  This is a magazine that not only gives an

insight into the world of Gaelic sports but also a 

fascinating look at the lifestyle that goes with it. With

regular interviews from some of Irelands leading

artists and musicians, fashion shoots with the 

current stars of GAA, sponsored pampering days for

the girls, coupled with some of the top chefs in the

country providing suggested menus for our

readership.

From providing first-class health and fitness 
advice to exposing the best in local and national din-
ing, we showcase the GAA in way that has never been
seen before and provide our 
readership with a new side to Gaelic Sports- the side
that exposes the lifestyles of everyone 
connected to the game.

We target the whole culture surrounding the sport,
going above and beyond the standard press reports

PERFORMANCE
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What is required? 
What is the GAA POLICY?

Iwatched with great delight recently, a well
known Sunday evening highlights pro-
gramme.  During the analysis section, the

panellists asked questions on a certain topic
before showing clips of incidents, displaying
some of the confusion that exists.

The topic in question - ‘What is the GAA’s policy
on injuries occurring during a game?’  This is a
frustrating problem I have had first hand 
experience of over the last couple of years,
through my direct experience with regular 
incidents as physiotherapist to the Down Senior
Footballers.  
The real problem is, no policy exists. In the
past, when a player went down injured, the 
referee would stop the game and allow the 
medical staff to enter the field of play.  The
referee would then allow time for the player to
be assessed and minor treatment to be adminis-
tered eg. Small wound dressing or thumb taping.  

For any additional treatment necessary, the
player was escorted from the field (if further
treatment is necessary, he/she is most likely
unable to play-on anyway!)  If the player required
a stretcher for removal from the field, then the
game was not restarted until the player was off
the field of play.

What is happening at present is much different.
Firstly, play is not necessarily halted by the 
referee, so the medical staff are forced to take it
into their own hands and decide whether to enter
the field or not.  In this year’s competition, this
course of action will more than likely incur a fine
to the club!   The game is not stopped until a
break in play occurs. When the referee arrives on
the scene, the first words have been (in my 
experience this season) ‘you may get that man

off the field!’ 

The role of the pitch-side physio can be simplified
into 2 parts; Assessment of a player’s ability to
continue in the game and administer treatment.

If a player is to be removed from the field of play,
the physio must decide on the level of assistance
required by that player, based on the extent of
his/her injury.  Therefore assessment of the injury
must take place first.  This takes time! 

Treatment is generally in the form of basic first
aid or maybe some form of taping or strapping
which, in the hands of an experienced physio, can
be administrated quickly.  For anything more 
prolonged, then the player should be removed
from the field, although as I said earlier, if 
significant treatment is required, then the
chances are the player shouldn’t be returning to
play anyway.

The faults with the present system are: 
Referees putting undue pressure on the medical
team for removal of an unstable player from the
field. Continuation of play, putting the injured
player at risk of further injury – including the
medical staff! 
A team at a distinct advantage due to an injured
player on the field. 

At present it seems the severity of the injury is
judged by the referee.  This is not a good position
for either the player or the referee to be in!  While
no one wants to see a stop/start game or a team
who attain an advantage by play-acting, a policy
for handling of injuries during a game is 
necessary and must be applied consistently.  
This is a topic for discussion between the referees 
committee and the medical and player welfare
committee.  We can’t have rogue referees who
‘like to let the game flow’ risking serious injuries
to players.   

Pitch Side Physio

Contact the Newry Clinic: Tel: 028 30269733   www.thenewryclinic.com

Competition
Gaelic star in association with 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Dublin Northwood is
offering our readers this months fantastic prize:

How many years anniversary is the GAA celebrating this year?
Email answers to francis@gaelicstar.com

2 nights Bed and Breakfast 
in an executive room for 2.

Crowne Plaza Dublin Northwood

*    10min from Croke Park with a direct bus link on the door step
*    Complimentary Car Parking for everyone staying over
*    Sports Bar
*    Kids under 12 eat free with every paying adult

Family rooms from €110.00per room per night bed 
and full Irish breakfast

Twins rooms from €100.00 per room per night bed 
and full Irish breakfast

Supporting your county in Croke Park?
Why not make a weekend of it and stay close to the Stadium!
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